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Relics of the Late Oboth-Ofumbi (1924-1977), Part I: With Special Reference
to the Album of His Official Visit to London in 1971

Kiyoshi UMEYA

Abstract

Janani Luwum Day was established as a new national holiday of the
Republic of Uganda on 16 February 2015. This was followed by President
Museveni’s surprise courtesy call to the mansion of late Charles Oboth-
Ofumbi in Tororo on 25 July 2015, one of a series of gestures made to
commemorate prominent persons of Luo origin — those who were ‘sacrificed
as victims’ under Idi Amin’s regime. The gesture has, however, been
criticised as being part of a political campaign. Rather than assessing the
result of the campaign and its political importance for the current
government, the focus of this paper is the gravity of the site and the relics
preserved in the mansion. The paper introduces some of the mansion’s
relics, focusing on a photograph album and a reel of 16mm film of Oboth-
Ofumbi’s official visit to London in 1971; it then evaluates the importance of
these relics and reconsiders their historical value by emphasising the
anthropological context.

Keywords: Amin’s Regime, Minister, Janani Luwum’s Day, Relics of Oboth-
Ofumbi
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